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PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
TELLING STORIES
IN PICTURES FOR A

LONG TIME
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WHEN PEOPLE MADE
THEIR OWN CAVES
(BUILDINGS), THEY

CONTINUED TO
PAINT THE WALLS
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epic of the founding of Rome.
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Cathedral windows tell stories from books that most people cannot access or read.
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This is printed book. They were made to look like manuscripts. Pictures often included. }
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Picture and text work together to tell the story. Prints like this were popular, affordable art.
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COMICY’
POPULARITY -
MANY MORE
COMICS ->SHARED
VOCABULARY
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GRAPHIC NOVELS

USE A VISUAL

VOCABULARY TO
TELL A STORY




COMICS AND
GRAPHIC NOVELS
SALES IN 2016 =

$1 BILLION




A SELECTION OF
GRAPHIC NOVELS



ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE'S 100 BEST NOVELS
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MY FATHER BLEEDS HISTORY

1980

1991
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1991-2000
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“Gene Luen Yang has created that rare article:
a youthful tale with something new to say about American youth.”
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Cogrighied Materral

Riad Sattouf

THE ARAB

OF THE FUTURE

A Childhood in the Middle East, 1978-1984

S~

A GRAPHIC MEMOIR
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“A well-told, powerful story. Backderf is quite skilled in using comics to tell this
tale of a truly weird and sinister 1970s adolescent world.” —R. Crumb

MY FRIEND

DAHMER

!"m
a graphic novel Sy
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2002, 201
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Wordless Books

David Beroni
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

Paul Gravett
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WHA IS
THE USE OF
A BOOK
WITHOUT
PICTURES?
— ALICE
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ARTIST'S BOOKS



IT ALL BEGINS WITH
THE BOOK.
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Great librairies expressed wealth, knowledge, and cultural heritage.



BOOK
ICONIC OBJECT
READING
ICONIC ACTIVITY




WHAT IS A BOOK AS A
STRUCTURE, AND
WHAT OPPORTUNITIES
DOES THAT STRUCTURE
PROVIDE?



ONE KIND OF
BOOK
STRUCTURE




Another possibility is using books like bricks.




A CENTURY OF
ARTIST'S BOOKS
MOMA 1994
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OVERLAP WITH
GRAPHIC NOVELS
AND GROWTH OF

VISUAL CULTURE
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DESTRUCTIVE
PROCESSING -
STARTS WITH A
BOOK




BURNING BOOK MINI
» BOILED
* DYED




CONSTRUCTIVE
PROCESSING —
ENDS WITH A

BOOK
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(1994)
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STICKY PAGES (2004-



BURNING BOOK (1992)
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WOMAN IN THE DUNES (2005)




MILLION PIECES OF PAPER




WRAPPED BOOK: GREAT
EXPECTATIONS GIFT-WRAPPED

IN ITS OWN ILLUSTRATIONS
(1990)
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A HISTORY OF
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OF JACOB M
(2016)







